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ESSEX BAST~WEST FREEWAY (INTERSTATE 280) 


The Assembly Committee on Highways, Transportation and Public 
Utilities held a public hearing March 29 at the East Orange City 
Hall to discuss pending legislation designed to assist in the 


financing of the Essex East-West Freeway. 


The Committee had been considering two conflicting proposals. 
One, favored by the State Highway Department, would permit 
construction of the Route as either an elevated or depressed 
structure at its intersection with the Garden State Parkway in 
Bast Orange. The other would require construction of a depressed 


Route ® 


The hearing lasted approximately eight hours and was attended by 
more than 200 persons. The proceedings received extensive news- 


paper coverage. 


Highway Commissioner Dwight R. G. Palmer headed the list of those 
speaking in favor of the permissive legislation and opposing the 
mandatory legislation. Others included Mrs. Katherine Elkus White, 
Chairman of the New Jersey Highway Authority; John J. Magovern, dr., 
representing the Newark Association of Commerce and Industry; J. Anton 
Hagios of the New Jersey Citizens Highway Committee; and several 


members of engineering firms retained by the Highway Department and 


francy 
r 


Highway Authority. 


NJDOT RESEARCH LIBRARY 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2023 with funding from 
TPF-5(442) Transportation Research and Connectivity Pooled Fund Study Digitization Project 


https://archive.org/details/njshd-monthly- 1961-04-11 
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ESSEX BAST=WEST FREEWAY (INTERSTATE 280), cont'd. 


There were several appeals by local officials and residents, 
particularly members of church groups, for the legislation re- 
quiring a depressed Route; but none presented engineering data 


to substantiate their conclusions, 


The hearing produced a suggestion by the Commissioner that the 
Legislature record its desire for a depressed Route through a 
Concurrent Resolution, rather than make this type of design 
mandatory by law. The Chairman of the Committee, Assemblyman 

J. Edward Crabiel (D-Middlesex), later announced that a majority 


of the Committee favored this approach to the problem, 


A copy of Commissioner Palmer's statement is included in this 


-reporte 
ANTI-GLARE FENCING 


The New Jersey State Highway Department is testing a new type of 
fence that reportedly eliminates headlight glare from oncoming 


vehicles, yet permits "see through" visibility at right angles. 


The Department installed a 350-foot long section of the perforated 
aluminum fence along the center island of Route U.S. 130 north of 


the Cranbury Circle in Middlesex County early in April. 


The four-foot high fencing is positioned with its bottom one foot 


ten inches above ground on aluminum poles. 
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ANTI-GLARE FENCING, cont'de 


The original design was perfected in England where it is used 
extensively and is known as "anti dazzle" screen. England has 


made its design available to other countries. 


New Jersey is the first state in which the screen has been placed 
for test. Our Maintenance Division is testing the fence for 


effectiveness and durability. 


Photos of the fence under daylight and night conditions are 


included in this report, 
AHONAS CONVENTION 


The Department was host this year to the 37th annual meeting and 
. convention of the Association of State Highway Officials of the 


North Atlantic States in Atlantic City on March 22, 23 and 2h, 


The opening session was addressed by Governor Meyner and by 


Commissioner Palmer, 


New Jersey State Highway Engineer Otto H. Fritzsche was elected 
president of the Association for the forthcoming year. Two of 

the Department's Division heads occupied roles of prominence in 

the convention proceedings in the form of presentation of addresses, 
one on the subject of "Highway Maintenance Standards", and the 


other on "New Jersey's Approach to the Commuter Problem". 


A master informational folder, prepared by the Department's Bureau 


of Public Information and containing publications of interest to 


visitors to New Jersey, was given to all who attended. 
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INTERSTATE ROUTE 78 


Early this month the Department was able to announce Federal 
concurrence in alignment of Interstate Route 78 from the vicinity 
of the New Jersey Turnpike and Newark Airport westerly to the 


Springfield-Union municipal boundary. 


The 7.6-mile section was the subject of a public hearing in 

Newark last July. At that time three alternate alignments were 
presented plus one modification that had been advanced by local 
engineers. The most southerly of these three proposals was the 


subject of Federal concurrence. 


Interstate Route 78, as part of the 1,000-mile National Defense 
Highway System, will extend from the Holland Tunnel across the 
_ State to Phillipsburg and in New Jersey serve the same traffic 


corridor as existing Route U.S. 22. 


The only portion of alignment yet remaining to be set exists in 
Warren County and would extend for approximately 2.5 miles between 


Still Valley and the Delaware River. 


Construction and right-of-way acquisition plans are now in preparation 
for the entire section now between Clinton in Hunterdon County and 


the Route's junction with the New Jersey Turnpike at Newark Airport. 


TRUCK SPEED DIFFERENTIAL 


In response to requests by legislators and other public officials 
of Camden and Burlington Counties, the Highway Commissioner this 
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TRUCK SPEED DIFFERENTIAL, cont'd, 


month reduced truck speed limits on Route U.S. 130 between Borden- 


town and the Camden-Cumberland County line to l5 m.p.h. 


The regular state speed limit of 50 m.p.h. and lesser speed limits 
that are in effect through some areas of the 30.2-mile highway 
section will remain in force for passenger cars and trucks 


weighing less than five tons loaded. 


The new area is the third to be subjected to powers legislated in 
1960 authorizing the Highway Commissioner to reduce the speed 
limit to trucks weighing 10,000 pounds or more by a maximum of 


5 mopeh. in 50 m.p.h. zones. 


Previous regulations covered a 26-mile section of Route U.S. 22 
between Somerville and Newark, and a 12-mile section of U.S. 1 
between Rahway and the Route's junction with Route 130 south of 


New Brunswick 
GRASS GROWTH INHIBITOR 


In parallel with its weed control apraying operations this year 
the Department will institute a program of retarding grass growth 
through the use of chemicals. The materials will be applied by 


spraying. 
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GRASS GROWTH INHIBITOR, cont'd. 


Sections of highway where grass growth will be the subject of 
the initial program this spring include a 10.7 mile section of 
the Garden State Parkway between the Raritan River and Route 22; 
approximately 1) miles of Route 206 between Princeton and Somer- 
ville; 5.3 miles of Route 1 from Woodbridge to Piscataway and 
more than 16 miles of Route U.S. 130 between Milltown and 


Yardville,. 


This fall the 23-mile Route 33 section between Hightstown and 
Neptune, and 2.5 miles of Route 202 between Route 6 and Route 


10 will also be similarly treated. 
INTERSTATE ROUTE 295 


Highway Department workmen removed temporary barricades on March 30 
to open a new 3.l-mile section of Interstate Route 295 in Camden 


County in time for anticipated heavy weekend use. 


In conjunction with already completed and improved Interstate 

Route 80S, the new section of Route 295 will provide motorists 

of the Camden-Philadelphia metropolitan area with a 6-mile freeway 
route between the Walt Whitman Bridge and U.S. 30 (White Horse Pike) 


through the heart of a heavily congested urban area, 
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INTERSTATE ROUTE 295, cont'd, 


The new Route 295 section consists of dual two-lane roadways 
separated by a 60-foot wide center island that will permit 
expansion of each roadway to double capacity when it becomes 


necessary. 


Although all local roads and highways are directly overpassed or 
underpassed by the Freeway, connecting ramps have been provided 


at key locations. 


Overall plans for Route 295 call for its extension northerly from 
Route U.S. 30 to Trenton and southerly from Interstate 80S to the 
Delaware Memorial Bridge in Deepwater, Total length is approximately 


67 miles with over 15 miles now available for traffic use. 
ROUTE 130-206 INTERCHANGE 


The Department's construction program, which at the first of the 
month stood at 53 projects totaling $103 million underway, will be 
increased late this month by the start of a new interchange con- 


struction project at Bordentown. 


Just north of Bordentown Routes 130 and 206 merge, run south 


together for about a mile and then separate again. 


Throughout this area a heavy marginal development has occurred. 
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ROUTE 130-206 INTERCHANGE, cont'd. 


Increased traffic volumes of both Routes have also made the at- 
grade intersections at each end of the l-mile stretch dangerous 


traffic bottlenecks. 


Under the proposed construction, overpasses will be built at the 
northern and southern junctions of the two highways and a modified 
pair of jughandles will be installed at Crosswick Street, which is 


located about midway within the project. 
INTERSTATE ROUTE 287 


The fifth of six contracts that will result in completing Interstate 
Route 287 (Middlesex East-West Freeway) between Route 1 at Metuchen 
and Route U.S. 22 at Bridgewater, was advertised for bids by the 


Department this month. 


Construction of five miles of this key route, from Route 22 easterly 
to River Road near the Union Carbide Plastics Plant at Piscataway 
Township, is now underway at a cost of more than $13.3 million. 

This section will be opened by fall allowing motorists to bypass 


heavily congested areas of Bound Brook and South Bound Brook. 


Another 3.5-mile section from River Road easterly to Stelton Road 


is now under construction and expected to be ready by mid-1962. 
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INTERSTATE ROUTE 207, Conn. 


The section advertised this month will extend 3 miles easterly 
from Stelton Road to New Durham Road and is scheduled for 


completion before the end of next year. 


The basic freeway will provide twin 37-foot wide (3-lane) roadways 
separated by a grass center island 60 feet wide. Hard surfaced 


shoulders 12 feet wide will border each roadway. 


The Department has concentrated on constructing the Metuchen to 
Bridgewater section of Interstate 287 in order to provide the 
Raritan Valley with a major traffic artery that has been needed 

for several years. As part of the Nationat System of Interstate 
and Defense Highways Interstate 287 will form a peripheral facility 
along the southwesterly edge of the New York-New Jersey metropolitan 
area. Its length in New Jersey will be approximately 66 miles and 
it will swing in a wide arc, form a connection with Interstate 95 
in the Metuchen area, and pass just east of Somerville as it swings 


north to the Morristown area and Suffern, New York. 
PLANT SECURITY 


For the past several years the Department has extended every effort 
to increase the efficiency of its plant segurity force. The latest 
move along this line was institution af a course of training revolving 


around their various responsibilities, 
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PLANT SECURITY, cont'd. 


Instruction was given by members of the New Jersey State Police 
with particular emphasis placed on meeting the public and proper 
traffic regulation on roadways adjacent to the Department's main 


installation at Fernwood. 
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MEETINGS 


AB ces 


In addition to the routine staff and other meetings, the following 


are a few of the conferences and meetings held during the month: 


March 1h ~ Meeting with our legal, engineering and other advisors 


re Essex East-West Freeway planning. 


Cabinet Meeting 


Participated in evening meeting at Plainfield with 


commuter groups re train service of the CRRNJ. 


March 15 = With members of our staff met at the Turnpike offices 


re Turnpike and Port Authority planning in Secaucus and 


the Port Street area of Newark. 


March 16 = Meeting with outside appraisers re values of properties 


March 17 = 


March 2]l= 
22 


which might be taken by the Essex East-West Freeway in 


Kast Orange, 


Meeting with several contractors regarding Department 
policies and the possibility of changes which might be 
mutually beneficial provided they are within the scope 


of permissive procedures. 


Attended and participated in the annual meeting of the 
Association of Highway Officials of North Atlantic States 


in Atlantic City. 
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MEETINGS, cont'd. 


March 2) ~ 


March 27 = 


March 28 « 


March 29 « 


April 3 = 


April = 


Met with Senators Sandman and Cowgill regarding bridge 


plans in Camden and Cape May County. 


Preliminary meeting with Assembly committee representatives 
prior to public hearing March 29 on the Essex East-West 


Freeway. 


Visited by the Democratic Assembly candidates from 
Monmouth County. The meeting was arranged by Judge 
Hughes for the purpose or orienting the candidates with 


highway planning proposals.in that area, 


Assembly Committee hearing in East Orange re Essex East-e 


West Freeway=-Garden State Parkway proposal. 


Attended meeting of the Governor's council re legislative 
suggestions pertaining to the Hudson & Manhattan Railroad 


and snow removal legislation. 


Meeting in Freehold with Mercer, Ocean and Monmouth County 
legislators and officials re our planning for Routes 18, 


35, 9, 36 and other related matters. 


April 5 » Met with Messrs. Martin and Duffy re railroad tax situation. 


Mr. Duffy felt we could be of assistance. 
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MEETINGS , cont'd, 


April 5 = 


Through arrangements made by Mr. Groel, Vice-President of 
Prudential Insurance Company, met with Tungstol Company 


representative concerning the possibility of constructing 


~ the proposed Essex East-West Freeway under their plant, 


April 7 - 


April 10 = 


April l= 


which is directly in the Freeway's alignment. 


Visited by Assemblyman Bowkley and a constituent regarding 


property matters. 


Met at the Governor's office with Messrs. Wallenstein and 


Cooperstein re WNTA-TV. 


Visited by Mr. Sturgis, representative of the Erie-Lackawanna 
Railroad consultant Gibbs and Hill, for review of planned 


improvements of the railroad. 


Attended New York meeting with Port Authority officials 
concerned with reviewing plans related to the Port Street 
Newark area at Newark Airport and models of the World 


Trade Center, 
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BIDS RECEIVED 


March 16 -+ 


March 16 ~ 


March 16 - 


March 16 - 


March 17 - 


March 28 -~ 


March 28 ~ 


March 28 — 


Interstate Route 80 - Superstructure 
Hackensack River Bridge 


Hackensack & Ridgefield Park Township. 


American Bridge Div., U.S. Steel, Trenton 


Gooseneck Bridge over Shrewsbury River and 
Aporoaches. 
Oceanport and Little Silver, Mon. County. 


Public Constructors, Inc., Blackwood 


White Painted Inside & Outside Edge 
Traffic Lines - Contract "North" 


Lombardi Striping Corp., Berkley Heights 


White Painted Inside & Outside Edge 
Traffic Lines ~ Contract "South" 


James We McCormick, Mansfield, Ohio 


Inter, Route 80 - Demolition of buildings 
Paterson, Passaic County. 


V. Ottilio & Sons, Paterson 


Route 7 Resurfacing 
Second River Bridge to Center Street 
Belleville, Nutley and Newark 


Gallo Asphalt COo, Irving ton 


Route U.S. 206 
Musconetcong River-extending 900' southerly 
Stanhope, Sussex County. 


Whippany Construction Co. Hanover 


Route 50 - Bridge and Approaches 
Upper Township, Cape May County, 
Ole Hansen & Sons Pleasantville 
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BIDS RECEIVED , contd. 


March 30 - Haddon Avenue - Rte. 561 ~ Construction 


Collingswood, Camden County. 
~ *FsAs Canuso & Sons, Philadelphia 


March 30 = Route U.S. 6 Improvement ——_. 
Parsippany-Troy Hills Twp., Morris Co. 


Franklin Contracting Coe, Little Falls 


April 6 - Route 9 - Fender System Repairs 
Salem & Lower Penns Neck Township 
Salem County. 


Arthur R. Henry, Inc., Northfield 


April 6 - Grass Control 
f McMahon Brothers, Inc., Tenafly 


Total Bids Received - 


156 


$360,112.15 


53,836.52 


17,554.00 


2,960.75 


$ 5,3h6,816.53 
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BIDS TO BE 


April 13 ~ 


April 20 = 


April 27 


May by - 


May 


16. 


RECEIVED 


Pedestrian Overpasses 

Route l; near Main Street, River Edge 
Routes 1-9-6 near Washington Terrace, 
Leonia-Fort Lee, Bergen County. 


Painting White Lines on State Highways 
Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic and 
Union Counties. 


Routes 130-206 Overpasses 
City of Bordentown 
Burlington County. 


Interstate Route 287 - Middlesex Freeway 
Stelton Road to New Durham Road 

Grading, Paving and Bridges 

South Plainfield and Edison Township, 
Middlesex County. 


Vine Street Bridge over Maurice River 
Millville 
Cumberland County. 
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CONTRACTS AWARDED 


March 20 = 


March 22 ~ 


River Street Construction 
Little Ferry & Hackensack, Bergen County. 


‘Pe te & Le Construction Co., Paramus 


Weed Spray - Chemical Spray Treatment 
Contract "North" 


Farm Harvesting Co., Whippany 


March 22 - Weed Spray - Chemical Spray Treatment 


Margh 22 - 


March 22 o 


March 28 = 


March 30 - 


April 5 - 


Contract "South" 
Farm Harvesting Co., Whippany 


Painting Inside & Outside Traffic Lines 
Contract "North" 


Lombardi Striping Corp., Berkeley Heights 


Painting Inside & Outside Traffic Lines 
Contract "South" 


James W. McCormick, Mansfield, Ohio 


Interstate Route 80 - Superstructure 
Hackensack & Ridgefield Park Township 
Bergen County. 


American Bridge Dive, Uso. Steel, Trenton 


Route 17 - E. Ridgewood Avenue Interchange 
and Island Closings 
Paramus, Bergen County. 


Samuel Braens! Sons , Hawthorne 


Route 7 Resurfacing 
Second River Bridge to Center Street 
Belleville, Nutley and Newark. 


Gallo Asphalt COcy Irvington 


Lye 


163,095.20 


13,468.35 


19,334.25 


77,656.80 


82,140.09 


2,889,000.00 


658,652.95 


196,751.75 
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CONTRACTS AWARDED, contd. 


April 5 - Route 50 
Bridge and Approaches at Cedar Swamp 
Creek. 
Upper Township, Cape May County. 


Ole Hansen & Sons, Pleasantville 


April 5 - Route U.S. 206 - Drainage Construction 
Stanhope, Sussex County. 


Whippany Construction Cow, Hanover 


April 7 - Haddon Avenue (Rte. 561) Construction 
Camden and Collingswood 
Camden County. 


F.A. Canuso & Sons, Philadelphia 


April 10- Gooseneck Bridge over Shrewsbury River 
and Approaches. 
Oceanport and Little Silver 
Monmouth County. 


Public Constructors, Ince, Blackwood 
Total Contracts Awarded 


dio 


$ 162,012.97 


19,980.25 


360,h12.15 
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* 6,376,113.01 
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Daylight view of experimental anti-headlight glare fence on.Route 130, north of Cranbury. 


(See Report) 
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Statement re: East-West Freeway Legislation 
before 
Assembly Committee on Highways, Transportation 
and Public Utilities 
at 
Hearing held in East Orange, March 29, 1961 


Dwight R, G. Palmer 
State Highway Commissioner 


I am Dwight R. G. Palmer, presently filling the position of 
Highway Commissioner of the State of New Jersey. It is a 
privilege not only to appear before your Committee, Mr. Chairman, 
but to be afforded the opportunity to present some pertinent 
facts in connection with our proposed East-West Freeway and 


its intersection with the Garden State Parkway. 


The East-West route through Essex County has been the subject of 
much conversation but little action for decades. Many plans were 
proposed but all fell afoul of the same stumbling block - the 
absence of capital with which to finance the project. Apparently 
no one person or organization could determine how to finance 
construction of a modern multi-lane freeway through such congested 


areas as the City of Newark and the Oranges. 


When the present Administration took office the East-West route 
was exactly in the same position it had occupied since 1928. 

It was a "dream'' lacking the financial wherewithal to become a 
reality and... . while planners "dreamed" - traffic continued 
to pile up, bent on ere the very life of the several 


communities. 
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Under the original National System of Interstate Beréise Highways 
as approved by Congress, Route 3 in Bergen and Passaic Counties 
(not the East-West Freeway) was part of this system. This route 
with its limitations appealed to us as worthy of careful study 


and of possible reclassification to the benefit of an Essex Freeway. 


Conscious of the great need and importance of an East-West artery 
in Essex County, we undertook exhaustive studies of the areas lying 
within strips extending one mile on either side of Route 3 from the 
Lincoln Tunnel west to Little Falls and on either side of our | 
general conception of where an East-West Freeway should be aligned 
to render maximum service to the communities in this area. Our 
analysts compared these two strips as to population, industrial 
plants, numbers of employees, tax ratables and a number of other 
faerores A very complete study was delivered to the Federal Bureau 


of Public Roads. 


At one of our consultation meetings with the Federal Bureau it 
developed that part of our original plan to carry the route to the 
Holland Tunnel would entail prohibitive cost. Putting it another 
way, the money allocated to New Jersey for Interstate Route 3, even 
if assigned to an East-West Freeway would be inadequate to finance 
the project had it been extended all the way to the Holland Tunnel. 
Accordingly, it was decided to connect with the New Jersey Turnpike 


east of the Passaic River. 


Without attempting to recount the multiplicity of visits to Washing- 
ton, of the hours on end of study and engineering analyses carried 
on over a five year period, in short, we were successful in convinc- 


ing the Federal Bureau of Roads that an East-West Freeway in Essex 
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County, classified as part of the Interstate Sytem, was not only 

a creditable substitute for Route 3 but a preferable service 

route as part of the National Interstate System. This classifica- 
tion qualified the route to receive 90% aid from the Federal 
Government - the State to contribute only 10% of the toal cost. 
Any other classification would have provided only 50% Federal 

Aid and, with the small amount of so-called 50-50 money available 
annually for our twenty-one counties, there would have been no 


likelihood at all of getting this project underway. 


When we announced there would be an East-West Freeway - that 
Federal approval had eliminated the major financial obstacle - 
there was great acclaim. The question of profile, that is, 

whether the road was to be elevated or depressed, had not been 

the basic problem. The basic need was to get Essex an Interstate 
highway and that had been met. After we in the Highway Department 
had "nailed down" this essential factor, we put ourselves on one 


as favoring a depressed freeway. 


However, in presenting our final proposal to the Federal Bureau of 
Roads, in spite of all the exhaustive studies we had made we were 
unable to prove on the basis of cold economics that a depressed 
route was better suited to the movement of people and of goods 

than an elevated alignment, or that a depressed route would make a 
better Interstate connection with the National System. Questions 
by: ground water level, disturbance of utilities, sewers, later 
highway maintenance, snow removal, drainage and many other problems 


complicated the picture even at that time. 
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The estimated cost of a route elevated throughout its 7.3-mile length 
from Newark to the West Orange-Livingston line was $62,000,000. The 
estimated cost of depressing the same route along 88 percent of its 


length with a crossing over the Garden State Parkway was 57.2 ,000.0007 


The Federal Government, in spite of our reasoning and importuning for 
depressing the freeway, stated it could not in fairness to its trust 

and to the other States of the Union provide us with any additional 
funds and, if the route was to be depressed, then the municipalities and 
the State must put up the $13,000,000 additional cost. It should be 
noted that this qualified Federal approval was based on the proposal 
submitted by the Department for depressing all but twelve percent of 


the freeway. 


Well, here we were with "battles won , but not the war.'' How could we 
progress? Give up, we would not. It took many months of discussion 
with the New Jersey Highway Authority, with financiers, bond counsel, 
investment bankers, consulting engineers and technical experts in many 
fields to develop the program which passage of Assembly 487, or its 
counterpart, Senate 102, would allow to go forward. And, let me assure 
you, agreement on the program authorized by these bills was reached 
only after much effort and only after all parties at interest had 
indicated unmistakably that they had made every possible contribution, 
including stretching the proposed bond financing to the $38,000,000 
limit. We were delighted that this would do the job, but any material 
change, we learned, would run the risk of toppling the whole painfully 


erected edifice of planning like a pile of toy blocks. 
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We fully realize that most of the officials and citizenry of the affected 
area have a deep interest in the overall problem of transportation in New 
Jersey and are concerned for the welfare of the overall area and of our 


State as a whole. 


Your Committee, Mr. Chairman, has acquainted itself with the proposal we 


are discussing today, nevertheless, permit me to review it briefly. 


The original indebtedness of the Highway Authority was $330,000,000 of 
which $285,000,000 was guaranteed by the State. Frankly, it has been 
pointed out that if free traffic continues to increase at the expense 

of the growth of revenue traffic, the State may have to step in and take 
over deficits in the payments due on Parkway securities. Such a necessity, 
of course, would reach into the pockets of all taxpayers of the State, 


not just those in Essex County. 


Under the proposed plan, the New Jersey Highway Authority would issue 
$38,000,000 worth of subordinated bonds. This classification means that 
the original issues of Parkway bonds will have priority in payments from 
the Highway Authority's revenues. The plan, when authorized, would also 
permit tolls to control traffic on the section of the Garden State Parkway 
in Essex County which is now toll free. A portion of the proceeds of the 
bond issue would be used to pay the $13,000,000 added cost of depressing 


the East-West Freeway. 


The balance of the junior bond issue proceeds would be used for construct - 
ing a connection between the Parkway and Route 280, improving points of 


ingress and egress and marginal roads along the Essex County section of 
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the Parkway, and for other necessary financing, engineering and 


incidental expenditures. 


The Highway Department's original plans for the East-West Freeway 

as outlined at a public hearing in Newark some time ago, did not 
include an interchange with the Parkway. This because it was 
considered completely impractical to fungel thousands of vehicles 

a day onto a section of the Parkway where toll-free traffic already 
contributed to massive congestion. However, the proposed interchange 
is the key to the plan by which an orderly distribution of traffic 

on the local streets of Essex County can be accomplished along with 
the depression of the greater part of the Freeway, as so urgently 


eequested py, the ofiicials and residents of the entire county. 


Giving the Highway Authority Commissioners the opportunity to collect 
tolls is the key to relieving the terrible congestion presently pre- 
vailing on the Essex section of the Parkway. Thousands of motorists 
each day use the North-South Parkway in Essex County for short 
"zig-zag" trips that are actually east-west trips. Many of these 
will use the Freeway when it is constructed and others will use the 


marginal roads, 


What we are dealing with here is an entirely new traffic pattern which 
will be further changed because of Interstate Routes 78 and 80, major 
East-West Freeways south and north of Essex County. It is not diffi- 
cult to imagine what would occur in the way of traffic congestion on 
the existing road network of Essex County if these other tremendous 


inter-state routes are built - and they will be built - and the East-West 
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Freeway should be delayed in construction and continue to exist 

only on the drawing board. Neither is it difficult to foresee 

what the result would be for Essex County and all its municipalities 
from the standpoint of congestion, the higher cost of maintenance 

of City streets, and the strangulation of much of the business 


life of the communities. 


The original Senate Bill (S-102) indicated the Freeway would go over 
the Parkway. This design was in part favored because of the urgent 
desire to maintain service on the Parkway during construction, with- 
out detouring a major portion of the traffic by way of local streets. 
There was also the factor of the existing elevations to be considered 
in the event the highway might go under the Parkway; the engineers 
pointed out it would have to go to a depth of 40 feet, running into 
various drainage problems and causing the relocation of numerous 
sewers and other utilities. Such construction, even if feasible and 
even if possible to finance, would cost an additional very substantial 


sum. 


The only conclusion which can be reached at this time as to this phase 
of the project is that the decision to either elevate or depress the 
Freeway at its contact point with the Parkway of necessity must be 
deferred until this crossing can be evaluated on the basis of adequate 
engineering and fiscal studies. Accordingly, the Highway Department 
readily agreed to an amendment to the original bill which permits | 
either design, that is crossing over or under the Parkway. That 


also is the objective of Assembly 487. 
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It is engineeringly impossible at this date to evaluate the complex- 
ities of this Laaeersaiee and work out the details of improvement to 
service Lee entrance and exit ramps, toll collection points, and 
the clearing up of the congestion at Bloomfield Avenue, Central Avenue, 
Springfield Avenue and other locations without careful and detailed 
studies. These take time and money and no funds are presently avail- 
able to the Highway Authority to pursue such a program until the 

eco aeary bill is passed by the Legislature and the Authority approves 
the issuance of bonds and the bankers provide the money. When the 
financing is available and before any final plans are approved, the 
engineering talents of the State Highway en New Jersey 
Highway Authority and our consultants will be Nena to work out 
with local officials constructive and long-range solutions of the 


present problems. 


Until the aforementioned program is an accomplished fact any estimated 
cost of depressing the Freeway under the Parkway would be impossible. 
However, the intent of the Highway Department is to cooperate to the 
fullest extent possible with the needs of the area. As has been 
repeatedly stated, we are sympathetic with the appeals for depressing 
the Freeway under the Parkway, but the specifics of engineering and 
the utilization of funds must rest with the Highway Department and 


the Bureau of Public Roads. 
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To my knowledge, there is no known precedent in the country for 
legislation which would, in effect, tie the Department's hands before the 
facts are know. In our own State, for example, in the case of the Garden 
State Parkway and the New Jersey Turnpike - and inclusive of all other 
routes - the Legislature in its wisdom has seen fit to do no more than 
specify the origin and destination of and in general the communities 
through which a highway should pass, in accordance with Departmental 
recommendations and obviously subject to Federal approval. In New 

Jersey, as in all States of the Union, questions of design have been 
within the jurisdiction of the Highway Department, its technical 


personnel and the Federal Bureau of Roads. 


It is imperative that this project not suffer further delay. It has 
been our intention to break construction contracts into smaller units 
to spread distribution of the work and to expedite construction. In 
the overall this is a $100,000,000 program and a large percentage of 


that amount would go for gainful employment. 


It is difficult to understand why the Highway Department should now 
be considered incompetent to conclude a project it has brought so far 


along the road to reality. 


In one of the bills introduced in the Assembly, Assembly 512, there is 
a provision to permit trucks on the Garden State Parkway spur from the 


New York Thruway to Paramus at Route 1/7. 


To begin with, this section of the Garden State Parkway was not con- 
structed to take trucks and before long whatever funds might be 


collected in the way of tolls would have to be utilized to rebuild 
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that section. Further than this, no sum of money derived from that area 
could be earmarked for the activities in Essex County. Such revenues 
would have to go into the Parkway's General Fund, therefore, would avail 


us nothing in respect to our main project. 


Before concluding my report, Mr. Chairman, as you gentlemen so well 
know, there are plenty of places in the State that have a crying need for 
highway improvements. The Federal Government invariably supports the 
Department in its choice of location and priority for such improvements. 
In the event that the Freeway is further delayed, we and the Federal 
Government will be unable to allow the funds now available for the 
East-West Freeway to lie idle. We would have to, in good conscience, 


divert this money to other needed projects. 


Passage of Assembly 487 or Senate 102 by the Legislature will enable 


us to get underway with the construction of this East-West Freeway. 


Thank you for your consideration and I beseech of the Legislature early 


action and determination on this most important project. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


1961 

ROUTE U.S. 1 and 9 

New County Road Connections 
Jersey City, Hudson County. 


FOR PMS of TUES., APR.11. 


Trenton, Apr.ll —- The New Jersey State Highway Department today announced it 
will open two short connecting roadways at the intersection of Route U.S. 1 and 9 


with New County Road in Jersey City sometime this week, 


The new facilities are designed to ease traffic congestion caused by motorists 


waiting to turn on and off the main highway and to reduce the danger of collisions, 


One of the roadways will allow motorists traveling north on the main highway to 
swing off to their right on a jughandle turn and cross the highway onto New County 
Road under traffic light control. This will eliminate the delays and hazards of 


turning left off the highway in the face of heavy oncoming traffic. 


The other roadway will serve motorists who wish to continue traveling east after 
leaving New County Road, which enters the main highway but does not cross it. 
Under present conditions, they must turn right on U.S. Route 1 and 9 and then 


left again at Manhattan Avenue, the next intersecting street. 


The new connection will swing this traffic over to Manhattan Avenue before reaching 
the intersection with the main highway, so that motorists can either proceed 
straight ahead or turn in either direction. It will also eliminate the need 


for sharp left turns from New County Road onto the main highwey. 


Other construction now under way will give southbound Route 1 and 9 traffic 
wanting to turn east onto Manhattan Avenue access to the New County Road- 


Manhattan Avenue connection in the near future. 


(more) 
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1961 
ROUTE U.S. 1 and 9 


New County Road Connections 
Jersey City, Hudson County 


The new ramps are part of an $835,891 project for improving over six miles of 
Route 1 and 9 from the Pulaski Skyway traffic circle to a point just beyond 
the Hudson-Bergen County line. The 100% State project, which goes through 


Jersey City, North Bergen and Fairview, should be completed by late summer. 
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Proposed North-South 
Connector to Route 280 
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peer roe PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


NOT FOR RELEASE BEFORE 63:30 P.M, | 1961 


EASTERN STANDARD TIME, SATURDAY, INTERSTATE ROUTE 78 
APRIL 8 Alignment 


Essex=Union Counties 


Trenton, April 8 = The New Jersey Highway Department today announced the 
Federal Bureau of Public Roads has approved alignment of Interstate Route 78 
from the NeJ. Turnpike contiguous to Newark Airport west to the Springfield- 


Union line. 


The 7.6 mile section runs through portions of Newark in Essex County and 
Hillside and Union in Union County, generally serving the same traffic pattern 


as existing Route 22. 


At the western end of the section, the Federal Bureau of Public Roads approved 
the southernmost of three alternate alignments discussed at a public hearing 


last summer. 


Going east the approved alignment runs south of androughly parallel to the 
Essex-Union county line until curving north into Essex County just east of 


the Newark-Irvington municipal line. 


In Essex County, the approved alignment curves east again across Clinton Place 
and then runs between Clinton Avenue and Lyons Avenue to cross Elizabeth 
Avenue, the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and Route 27. From there, it parallels 


existing Routes 22 and 1-9 to the Turnpike. 


Interstate Route 78, part of the )1,000-mile national defense highway system, 
eventually will extend from the Holland Tunnel across the State to Phillipsburg 


on the Delaware River opposite Easton, Pennsylvania 


(more ) 


r | rn aeinies 


i 


Bd a 


AY ebay era’ ans 
a + vitae BEA . ‘ 
Sebsiraot nbeiterenad A ae 


ads Bechshrne cabed dtembraeed eatiip el gedzet wel emt + 8 Lisah pode 
wigsadnt te dédomgite bevotqos ged shkat er inct Tousen fee 


¥ espok ef 
eblerigairad sid iyatinté dxawatl ed aeaagetyaeo wittanae? bei ost 


eons. ) 


5S ‘ e on 
axe vise? kagEt ab iebwel Th ane ehtog agueey eat notiges ofin &y 4 " 
Ags ones odt Salvish Eee QR) WORRY gee Roky SE ees 

aS otvall yuitaixs @ 


7 
= 


. Pe as 
* Dy ie tin ‘ 
Pye - < ia 2 ft 
pid ed 
a rer ’ | . ty - Bae Y SG 


cyclhgh Ss Hderoe erat beeing ala al pon sane " © 
"o ¢oea teat Ginve® keee® Star POxon weakvars Eater anit ed nok 
worl fsqiotnum ined Te 


attints qeLLiH a abhor a vs 


Pema @4 96 — 


Sipe th 


1961 

INTERSTATE ROUTE 78 
Alignment 
Essex-Union Counties 


The Highway Department's plans show the freeway's total length will be 
66.2 miles and its total cost is estimated at more than $306 million. The 
Federal Government will pay ninety per cent of the freeway's cost and the 


State ten per cent. 


Three New Jersey sections of Route 78 are now open to traffic. Two built by 
the State Highway Department consist of a 2,8—mile, $l.5 million section 
from Bloomsbury to Still Valley, in Hunterdon and Warren Counties, completed 
in October, 1959, Another 2.8—mile, $3.5 million section near Clinton, 
Hunterdon County, was completed in September, 1958, The Newark Bay extension 
of the New Jersey Turnpike, extending 9.3 miles from the Holland Tunnel to 
Newark Airport, was completed in September 1956 and will be used as part of 


Interstate Route 78. 


Two construction projects in the Bloomsbury area, and a demolition project 
in Springfield Township, Union County are now underway at a total cost of 
$3.7 million. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


1961 


FOR RELEASE MONDAY P.M. 
APRIL 3 TRUCK SPEED 


Trenton, April 3 = State Highway Commissioner Dwight R. G,. Palmer today 
announced that he has signed a new regulation limiting truck speeds to no 
greater than 5 mepehe on a 26-mile section of Route U.S. 130 between 


Bordentown in Burlington County and Pennsauken Township in Camden County. 


The Commissioner said the new speed reduction for trucks had been the subject 
of discussion and review for some time, however, only recently Senator Joseph 
W. Cowgill of Camden County again emphasized the importance of reducing the 


speed of heavy trucks on this much traveled highway. 


According to a Highway Department spokesman the new regulation will go into effect 
immediately upon the posting of regulatry signs, which is planned to begin early 


next week, 


The regular state speed limit of 50 mp.h., and lesser speed limits that occur 
in some portions of Bordentown, Pennsauken and Burlington City, will remain 


in effect for passenger cars and trucks weighing less than 5 tons loaded. 


The new regulation will result in cutting truck speed limits by 5 m.p.h. over a 
major portion of the 26—mile stretch. The regulation was adopted by the 
Department through powers legislated in 1960 authorizing the Highway Commissioner 
to reduce the speed limit for trucks weighing 10,000 pounds or more by a maximum 


of 5 mepeh. to the designated speed limit. 


The regulation is the third of its kind to be effected by the State Highway 
Department to cut truck speeds in various parts of the State. 


(more ) 


A OLT AMY Of ; at | 
os rie 


ie 
MIMTAAGIE AWE ae 
Xe 


F, 
i i" 
by 
. 
- 9” is 
Fa) . ene wy 
« 


‘FORE 
Ciss WouRT 


Cea an by ? > ‘i eo en = be AS 3 an Piers a8 : 
aber om Lat a oh, “Ont fwd senio be BLAGOD), owe TBI = Linh a Ors » 


+ ebeeqn-voute gatsiust go tol iegor wee 8. bang ie ea ent dedt £ 
nooewted Off ,8.U odor 20 fiobtges al imeds & — el _ . 
aia ae Cet iyi. el ie a a RS a) ey = Sook Oh warps! ; 

wired apbueo ot aidanwo? ceivasmaey bas yoosd es shiney ot 


‘ 
sink 2 Pak ne Pe a ae sees pe, oe : 
3 15 (eine 5 Biches TSS 


a rg * 


sostdus odd rood bat ejowtt so) settosbor Deeqe weet: Ole ALBE., songkvakamod § 


iqseol agteno® witoeset yin © .t8ve yor amet By SHOR. Tel. waives. Dae jomaven 


ett oc ex te oonsttoqmt, ait Segtesiqns AlaSe Xe HQ fehmed te Eitgwod 
vee tie & a a $ 
 weiiatn be feverd doma alit oo eaoent yveed To & 


* a + CY aA see 
‘one i bs # aoe LY Waa ee la te terete ai) ge a, MA eh a 7 ie if bento 
Cri Fi an pas is ti CIC, Foe tans = = ies 3 a ‘ * 


toette oft oy Lily notiefuget wor ett widest toast raged, 5 panty AO. sctbopaa 


«fres pinad of benmsiq ef dotnu pectg.ke yirsiuges Io griosoq Sat ogre cisco 
aisow 
onde 6 lap ahaa Ria ais Pe GEN, ah es ee ra 
sooo ¢adt etinkl beeqe <2 soe, bene. athetio®.. oR Xe ohh, bssqe. eoeta, acnget« 
cient Ifiw velo me b nite, hove peslremees. gH OT RRND 3p Sao.Ld tog, ome 
sbabgol onod ¢ mente ened 3 mir glaw epigy oe ers eso ee +02 tose 1 : 
® Teva .eqett Coed, adimil bees doutd gubttwo of tiveen Die ree wou \ 


eft vd. bedgone BBY ac —- i 2Horstse ef ieO8. ent ss 
renoigeinme) yawigth. ai? omens fugue G HATE ae t bodsletgel erred, newgwis tn¢ 
mumixam 8 yd atom wo ebapeq O00.0L grkiabew ee Mosrnt ot. dintl booge, td 
aieaiai lene er Ma hak + ioc 


7 ." 


ie aS i: A 


ou 2. ee 
eee ct 


‘yeurglh ateté edt yt bates}ie. od va ba att ke i. 2 
rrem 


“tei 
oe ve mae 


2e 


1961 
TRUCK SPEED 


The first went into effect in early September on a 26~mile section of Route 
U.S. 22 between Somerville and Newark, through portions of Somerset, Union 


and Essex Counties. 


The second regulation went into effect in mid-March and covered a 12-mile 
section of Route U.S. 1 between Rahway in Union County and the Route 130 traffic 


circle in North Brunswick, Middlesex County. 


The entire section of highway to be covered by the Department's latest truck 
speed differential regulation is now in the process of being completely re- 
habilitated in order to increase its safety and traffic-carrying capacity. The 
speed differential has been introduced as a future safety measure with its 
effectiveness depending largely upon enforcement at all levels of police 


authority. 


The differential will go into effect on Route U.S. 130 and combined Routes 130- 
206 in Pennsauken Townshin, City of Camden, Camden County; Cinnaminton, Delran, 
Delanco, Levittown, Edgewater Park and Burlington Townships, Burlington City, 
Florence, Mansfield and Bordentown Townships and Bordentown City, Burlington 


County. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 


GRASS CONTROL — BIDS 
Trenton, April 6 = The New Jersey State Highway Department today moved to 
reduce maintenance costs by accepting bids on a contract to spray grass along 


nearly 73 miles of highways with a chemical to retard its growth, 


The McMahon Brothers, Inc., of Tenafly, submitted the lowest of two bids, with 


an offer of $2,960.75 on the experimental spraying job. 


This spring, the Department plans to spray along 10.7 miles of the State-maintained 
i section of the Garden State Parkway between Union and Route 1 near Woodbridge, 
| Union and Middlesex Counties, and along 1.2 miles of Route 206 between Princeton 


and Somerville, Mercer and Somerset Counties. 


Also, 5.3 miles of Route 1 from Woodbridge to Piscataway in Middlesex County will 
be sprayed, along with 16.2 miles of Route 130 from Milltown to Yardville, 


Middlesex and Mercer Counties, 


This fall, spraying will be done along 2); miles of Ne Je Route 33 between Hightstown 


and Neptune, Mercer and Monmouth Counties; and 2.5 miles of Route 202 from Route 16 


to Route 10 in Morris County. 


Hiehway maintenance engineers will review all bids before the 100% State financed 


contract is awarded, 


The other bidder was Farm Harvesting Company, Whippany, $,712.50. 
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Peewee PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


RELEASE THURS. PMs 1961 


ROUTES 130-206 ~ ADV. 

Bordentown, Burlington County. 
Trenton, Apr. 6 - The New Jersey State Highway Department today advertised for 
bids April 27 on construction designed to eliminate driving hazards at three 


intersections along Routes 130 and 206 in Bordentown, Burlington County. 


The two routes meet just west of the Bordentown City line, run south together 
for about a mile, and then separate again after cutting through the southeast 


corner of the City. 


The safety program will cover the entire length of the common route of the two 
highways, requiring extensive construction at Ward Avenue, Crosswicks Street and 


just north of Cemetery Road. 


Overpasses will be built at the northern and southern junctions of the two high- 
ways where crisscrossing traffic is now controlled only by stop signs and the 
discretion of motorists. The intersection at Crosswicks Street, in the center 
of the stretch, will be reconstructed to eliminate dangerous left turns in the 


face of express traffic. 


The overpass at the northern junction, near Ward Avenue, will carry northbound 
Route 206 over southbound Route 130. The overpass at the southern junction, near 
Cemetery Road, will carry southbound Route 206 over northbound Route 130. Under 
this scheme, all merging traffic will be moving in the same direction, north or 
south. Traffic moving in opposite direction will not meet, being served by the 


overpasses. 


(more) 
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1961 | 
ROUTES 130~206 
Bordentown, Burlington County, 


A modified cloverleaf facility at Crosswicks Street, with traffic entering or 
crossing the main highway only under traffic light control, will reduce congestion, 
delays and the danger of collision at this intersection. The Ward Avenue inter- 
section will elso be revised to permit all conventional movements without the need 


to turn left across traffic, 


Within the limits of the project, all roadways will be reconstructed with bitumi- 
nous concrete surfaces three inches thick, In sections where the reconstruction 
follows the existing highway the concrete pavement will serve as a base for the 


black top. Concrete curbs will border all roadways. 


Individual northbound and southbound roadways feeding into the common section of 


the two routes will be widened to three-lane widths of 35 to 39 feet. 


The southern portion of the common section will consist of two 51-foot wide (h lane) 


roadways separated by a grass center island 1) feet wide, 


In the northern portion, the highway will narrow to 80 feet and consist of two 
39=mfoot wide (3 lane) roadways separated by a concrete center barrier 32 inches 


high @ 


Both overpasses will be constructed of reinforced concrete and will carry three- 


lane roadways. They will provide 14.5 feet of vertical clearance, 


A very short detour route along Farnsworth Avenue will be established during the 


construction period to connect southbound 130 and 206, 


The project is part of the State Highway Department's overall program to improve 
dviving safety and convenience on heavily traveled Routes 130 and 206, 


(more) 
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ROUTES 130-206 
Bordentown, Burlington County, 
A Route 130 vroject put under contract in December calls for improving 6.) miles 


of the highway between the Airport Circle in Pennsauken Township and Salem Road 


in Burlington at a cost of $1.1 million, 


This project will include construction of 18 jughandles, closing an estimated 75 
openings in the existing center divider, replacing more than 2.5 miles of low 
center curb with 32" high concrete barrier, and resurfacing nearly three miles of 


the highway. 


Another million-dollar project completed last December saw the construction of 25 
jughandles and closing of 102 unprotected center island openings between Cinnaminson 


Township and Coopertown Road in Edgewater Park, 


Under a separate contract, extensive Route 130 improvements are well underway at 


the Route 73 overpass and interchange in Pennsauken and Cinnaminson Townships. 


Future improvements are being planned for a 3,500-foot stretch of Route 130 centered 


on Federal Street and the Pennsylvania Railroad in Pennsmken Township. 


Route 206 highway improvements, al 1 completed, include a $0,000 widening 
project in Newton, Sussex County; a $230,000 bridge over Beden'ts Brook in Montgomery 
Township, Somerset County; an $370,000 widening project for 3.5 miles between 


Columbus and Chambers Corner, and a $1.1 million 3.5 mile widening and by-pass con- 


struction project around Columbus to Mansfield Squares Burlingtm County. 


Costs of the Bordentown project will be shared equally by State and Federal govern- 
ments. All bids will be reviewed by State engineers and the Federal Bureau of 


Public Roads before thecontract is awarded. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


RELEASE THURS. PMs 1961 
INTER. ROUTE 287 
South Plainfield-Edison Twp. 


Middlesex County. 


Trenton, April 6 - The New Jersey State Highway Department today advertised for 
bids May on construction of another three miles of Interstate Route 287 (the 


Middlesex Freeway) in Middlesex County. 


The work will extend from Stelton Road in South Plainfield to New Durham Road 
in Edison Township. It is the latest in a series of jobs designed to provide 
almost 15 miles of six-lane Freeway in 1963 -- from Route 22 in Bridgewater, 


Piscataway Township, to Route 1, Edison Township. 


Construction of five miles of this super-highway from Route 22 to River Road near 
the Union Carbide Plastics Company in Piscataway Township is now underway at a 
cost of more than $13.3 million. It will be opened by fall, allowing motorists 


to bypass the heavily congested area of Bound Brook and South Bound Brook. 


Another 3.5 mile section from River Road to Stelton Road being constructed at a 
cost of $h.2 million will be ready in mid-1962 and the 3-mile link from Stelton 


Road to New Durham Road is scheduled for completion before the end of next year. 


Funds have been provided in the current construction program for the final 3.) 


mile section from New Durham Road to Route l,. 


Interstate 287 will eventually swing almost 66 miles in a wide arc from Interstate 
95 in the area of Metuchen westward through Middlesex County and then northward 
through Somerset, Morris, Passaic and Bergen Counties to leave New Jersey near 


Suffern, New York. The total estimated cost is $155 million. 


(more) 
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INTER. ROUTE 287 
South Plainfield-Edison Twp. 
Middlesex County. 
A section of the Route 202 Freeway, constructed for 1.9 miles from Route 10 to 
Route 6 in Morris County at a cost of $2. million and already opened to traffic, 


will be incorporated in the new interstate route as will a short section of 


Route 17 near the New York State line. 


Construction plans are being prepared on another 21.5 miles of the interstate 


route north of Route 22. 


The contract covering the link from Stelton Road to New Durham Road will include 
construction of six new bridges. The three-lane concrete roadways will be 


separated by a grass center island 60 feet wide, 


Bach 37-foot wide roadway will have reinforced concrete pavement nine inches thick 
supported by a 12-inch thick base. Hard-surfaced shoulders will border both 


roadways. 


At the west end of the project a traffic interchange, now being constructed at 
Stelton Road under a separate contract, will be completed to provide full traffic 


connections between Route 287 and Stelton Road. 


Hamilton Boulevard, which crosses the route's future construction path near 
Stelton Road, will be sealed off and new sections built parallel to the super- 


highway. 


A completely new 2h-foot wide section of Hamilton Boulevard will be built along 
the north side of Route 287 from Stelton Road just north of the interchange for 
2,450 feet easterly to Clinton Avenue, where it will join the existing 20-foot 
wide Hamilton Boulevard. 


(more) 
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INTER, ROUTE 287 
Se Plainfield-idison Twp. 
Midclesex County. 


Along the southern edge of Route 287 a new 20-foot wide road will extend Hamilton 


Boulevard 500' easterly to Boice Avenue, 


The six new bridges will be built at Durham Avenue, Dismal Road, the Philadelphia 
and Reading Railroad, and New Durham Road. The Department's traffic plan will 
route vehicles crossing Route 287 to the Durham Avenue and New Durham Road 
bridges or the Stelton Road interchange. All other roads and streets now crossing 


the route's right of way will be sealed off at its boundaries, 


Two bridges will carry the super-highway's eastbound and westbound roadways over 
Durham Road. Each 200-foot long bridge will carry four lanes of traffic on a 


50-foot wide concrete deck, 


At Durham Avenue Route 287 will have a westbound "off" ramp and an eastbound "on" 


rampe 


Pleasant Avenue will be relocated along the south edge of the proposed expressway 


and open onto Durham Avenue near the future eastbound bridge. 


Dismal Road will be shifted about 300 feet east of its present location and cross 
over the Freeway via a 18h-foot long bridge. The span will have a concrete roadway 
31 feet wide and provide six-foot wide sidewalks. No interchange connections are 


planned here, 


A new Runyons Lane will extend from Dismal Road, south of the future expressway, 


about 700 feet west to a small road, 


Two bridges are in the Department's plans to carry the super-highway's separate 
roadways over the Camp Kilmer railroad spur. 


(more) 
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INTER, ROUTE 287 
South Plainfield-Edison Twp. 
Middlesex County. 
Fach 30-foot long bridge will carry four traffic lanes and ten foot wide 


shoulders on roadways 59 feet wide. 


New Durham Road will be relocated slightly west of its present path and cross 
over Interstate Route 287 on a 290-foot long bridge designed to carry four 
traffic lanes on a h6-foot wide roadway. Sidewalks are included in the plans. 
The expressway will have an exit ramp for eastbound Route 287 traffic and an 


entrance ramp for westbound motorists, 


All bids for the construction contract will be reviewed by State Highway engineers 


and the Feccral Bureau of Public Roads before the contract is awarded, 
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RELEASE FRIDAY P.M. 1961 
TRUCK SPEED 


APRIL 7 


Trenton, April 7 - State Highway Commissioner Dwight R. G. Palmer today 
announced his intention to extend the 5 m.p.h,. truck speed limit on Route U.S. 130 


to cover the full length of the Route through Camden County. 


Last week the Highway Commissioner adopted a regulation cutting the truck speeds 
by 5 mepehe over a 26smile section of the highway extending from Bordentown 


south to the Camden Airport traffic circle. 


The new regulation will affect another h.2 miles of the heavily traveled highway 
through Pennsauken Township, Collingswood, Haddon Township, Gloucester City and 


Brooklawn. 


The regular State speed limit of 50 mep.eh. and lesser speed limits that are 
in force through some areas of the highway will remain in effect for passenger 


cars and trucks weighing less than 5 tons loaded, 


Commissioner Palmer said the action stems from Departmental studies instituted 


at the request of Camden County Senator Joseph W. Cowgill who has over a gonsiderable 
period of time been concerned with the accident experience of Route 130 and has 
emphasized truck speed reductions as one means of improving the highway's safety 


factor, 


[ast week's regulation was effected, Commissioner Palmer said, upon completion of 
studies covering the Camden to Bordentown section of the Route. The new regulation 
is based on studies completed since. 


(more ) 
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1961 
TRUCK SPE 2D 


The regulation was adopted by the Commissioner through powers legislated in 
1960 which authorize him to reduce the speed limit for trucks weighing 
10,000 pounds or more by a maximum of 5 m.epehs. on highways where the posted 


speed limit for all vehicles is 50 m,p.h. 


The regulation announced today by Commissioner Palmer is the fourth of its kind 

to be effected by the State Highway Department to cut truck speeds in various 

parts of the State. It will go into effect upon routine approvals and notifications 
and the posting of new speed limit signs, which is expected to begin late next 


week, 
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eee oe PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 

INTERSTATE ROUTE 295 & 80S 
Opening 

Camden County 


Trenton, Maréh 30 » Shortly before noon tcday-the New Jersey State Highway 
Department removed temporary barricades and opened a new 3.1 mile section of 
Interstate Route 295 in Camden County in time for anticipated heavy Easter 


weekend use by motorists headed to and from the south shore areas. 


In conjunction with already completed Interstate 80S the new facility will provide 
Camden-Philadelphia metropolitan area motorists with a six»emile non=stop route 
between the Walt Whitman Bridge and U.S. 30 through the heart of a traffic 


congested urban area, 


Between the Walt Whitman Bridge and Route 295 the route accommodates 10 lanes 
of traffic. The new Route 295 section consists of dual two-lane roadways 
separated by a 60=foot wide center island that will permit expansion of the 


roadways to double their capacity when necessary. 


Bridge-bound motorists will be able to get on Route 295 either at Route 30 in 
Barrington or at Route 168 in Bellvawr, drive westward to the interchange in 
Mt. Ephraim, and then switch to northbound Interstate Route 80S and proceed to 


the Walt Whitman Bridge, 


New Jersey-bound traffic from the Walt Whitman Bridge can retrace the same Route 


south and east, 


Other on-off connections can be made with the Route 2 Freeway at the Mt. Ephraim 
interchange, and with Route 130 in Gloucester, 


(more ) 
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INTERSTATE ROUTE 295 & 80S 


OPENING 
Camden County 


Overall plans for Route 295 show it extending from Barrington northward to 
Trenton, anc southward from Mt. Ephraim to the Delaware Memorial Bridge in 
Deepwater, Total length is about 67.5 miles and total cost is estimated at 


$131 million, 


Two other projects now underway will cost about $7.2 million, and will carry 
Route 295 through the Mt. Ephraim interchange southwesterly to Hession Avenue 


in West Deptford Township around the end of this year. 


Interstate Route 80S eventually will be continued northerly from Morgan 
Boulevard in Camden, where it now terminates, to the Ben Franklin Bridge where 
it will leave New Jersey. Total cost of this Interstate freeway is estimated 


at $36 million. 


Both superhizghways come under the Federal Government's plan for construction 
of 41,000 miles of Interstate and Defense highways throughout the nation. 
The Federal Government pays 90 per cent of all costs under the Federal Aid 
program. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 

ROUTE 46 - BIDS 

Parsippany-Troy Hills Twpe, 

Morris County. 


Trenton, March 30 - The New Jersey State Highway Department today received a low 
bid of $53,836.52 on intersection work designed to improve the safety of two 


hazardous Route l6 crossings in Parsippany-Troy Hills Township, Morris County. 


The offer, lowest of three received by the Department, was submitted by Franklin 


Contracting Co., of Little Falls. 


The work includes construction of "left turn only" lanes in the center of Route 
6 at Baldwin Road and at Beverwyck Road to take waiting vehicles out of the 


main stream of traffic, 


At Baldwin Road, the left-turn slot is designed to permit eastbound Route h6 
traffic to turn north, It is proportioned so that school buses turning north 
onto Baldwin Road will be clear of the eastbound through-traffic lanes while at 


a standstill, 


At Beverwyck Road, the future left-turn slots will turn Route 6 traffic north 


and south, 


Beverwyck Road north and south of the intersection will be widened about 350 feet 


and resurfaced with bituminous concrete, 


A total of 45 working days has been allowed for the 100 per cent State financed 
project. All bids will be reviewed by State Highway engineers before the contract 


is awarded. 


Other bidders for the contract were:The Whippany Construction Company, Hanover, 


$5,831.85; A. V. Spatz Excavating & Paving Company, Summit, $59,129.6). 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 
BRIDGE PAINTING - Re-Adv. 


BIDS 


Trenton, March 30 - The New Jersey State Highway Department today received bids 


on seven contracts for repainting 27 bridges. The work will protect bridge 


girders, bearings, railings and other metal surfaces, 


The J.1, Hass Company, of Jersey City, made the lowest offers for three contracts, 
bidding $10,545.00 for painting the Route 3 bridge over the Hackensack River 
between Secaucus in Hudson County and Rutherford Borough in Bergen County; 

“69 300.00 for painting four Route 3 bridges in North Bergen and Weehawken, 


Hudson County; and $10,680,00 for painting two Route l6 bridges in Bergen 


County, one over the Hackensack River between Little Ferry and Ridgefield Park, 


the other over the Erie Railroad in Ridgefield Borough. 


The W. Pera Painting Company, of Haddonfield, submitted the lowest offers for 
two contracts - bidding “6,123.00 for painting eight Route 9 bridges around 
Toms River, Ocean County, and h,935.00 for painting five bridges in Hamilton 


Township, Mercer County. 


The Hudson Maintenance Corporation, of Long Island City, N.Y., submitted the low 
bid of $7,160.00 for painting five bridges on Routes 6 and 6 in Caldwell Borough, 


Essex County. 


The Singelis Industrial Painting Company, of Philadelphia, submitted the low 


bid of $3,400.00 for painting two bridges on Route 151 in the City of Camden. 


A total of eleven companies submitted 9 bids on the seven contracts. 


(more) 
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BRIDGE PAINTING - Re-Adv, 
BIDS 


In addition to the lowest bidders for the contracts thcse companies submitted 
sealed competitive bids - A, & M. Gregas, of Elberon; Nicholas Bros, Painting 


Co., Long Island City, N.Y.; Vassilaros Contracting Co., New York City. 


Also George Campbell & Co., Flushing, N.Y.3; Dynamic Painting & Decorating Corp., 
Bronx, N.Y.3; Henry S. Rau Co., Philadelphia, and A, Pitsikalis, of Long Island 


City. 


All bids will be reviewed by State Highway engineers before the contracts are 


awarded, 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 

RUUTE 561 - BIDS 

Haddon Avenue 

Camden County. 


Trenton, March 30 ~ A bid of $360,:12.15 submitted by F.A. Canuso & Sons, of 
Philadelphia, was the lowest of six received today by the New Jersey State Highway 
Department on a contract for reconstructing a mile of County Route 561 (Haddon 


Avenue) in Camden County. 


The project will provide a four lane concrete highway 6 feet wide flanked by 
concrete curbs and sidewalks in Camden and Collingswood in place of the existing 


two-lane roadway. 


In Camden, Haddon Avenue will be rebuilt for 2,990 feet between Euclid Avenue and 
Ferry Avenue, and in Collingswood for 2,56 feet between Narberth Avenue and 


Zane Avenue, 


The project is scheduled to be completed within 100 working days. Camden County 


and the Federal Bureau of Public Roads will equally share all costs. 


The State Highway Department, acting in an advisory capacity, will award the 
contract and inspect the work, All bids will be reviewed by State and County 


highway engineers before the contract is awarded. 


Other bidders on the contract weresState Paving & Contracting Co., Philadelphia, 
381,332.81; John F, Lafferty & Sons, Merchantville, $391,3h3.58; Edward H. 
Ellis & Sons, Merchantville, $399,323.70; Frapaul Construction Co., Rochelle 


Park, $112,106.61; Public Constructors, Inc., Blackwood, $19,177.1h. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961, 
Painting Lines ~ ADV 
Six Counties 


Trenton, March 30 » The New Jersey State Highway Department today 
asked for bids April 20 on a contract for painting a total of 92 
miles of white traffic lines on State Highways in six counties 


this spring and fall. 


The Department's program calls for repainting center lines and lane 
lines on stretches of highway in Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, 
Passaic and Union Counties, using reflecting paint, Other lines 
marking crosswalks, approaches and "stop" boundaries at 63 locations 


also will be freshened, 


The contract requires that most of the work in Bergen, Essex, Hudson 
and Union Counties be done on Sundays to eliminate traffic slow-ups 
and hazardous conditions during week days. In other areas where 
traffic conditions are more favorable, painting will be allowed on 


week daySe 


Spring painting will start May 7 and the fall work October 1, 
Each operation must be completed within four Sundays, plus 15 


working days, after each starting date, 


All bids for the 100 per cent State financed project will be 
reviewed by State Highway engineers before the contract is awarded. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


1961 
ROUTE 206 - BIDS 
Stanhope, Sussex County 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Trenton, March 28 - The Whippany Construction Company, of Hanover, today 
submitted the low bid of $19,908.25 on a contract for installation of a 


storm drain system along Route 206 in Stanhope Borough, Sussex County 


The new drains are designed to eleminate flooding conditions along the east 


side of the highway, where building activity has increased. 


The system will drain surface water from a 900-foot stretch of the Route 
extending south from a branch of the Musconetcong River to a point past the 


American Legion Homes 


The drain line will consist of concrete pipes buried about five feet deep 
alongside the highway's east shoulder. The pipe line will gradually increase 
in diameter from 15 inches to 30 inches as it slopes toward the stream where 


it will dump the collected water. 


Nine inlets will connect to the main line - seven along the east shoulder 
and two to drain the west shoulder through pipes that will cross under the 
highway. Both shoulders will be improved as part if this 100 per cent State 
financed contract. Twanty working days have been allowed for completing tne 
project. All bids will be reviewed by State Highway engineers before the 
contraot is awarded. 

Other bidders on the contract were: FP. Michelotti & Sons, Ince, Saddle Brook, 


$20,593-153 JeF. Chapman & Son, Hillside, $21,80).00; D'Annunzio Bros. Ince, 
Scotch Plains, $22,795.00; McConachy Construction Co., Blairstown, $25 7370956 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 


ROUTE 7 » BIDS 
esurfacing 


Essex County 


Trenton, March 28 = A bid of $196,751.75, submitted by the Gallo Asphalt Co. 
of Irvington, was the lowest of four received today by the New Jersey State 
Highway Department on a contract for improving a two-mile section of Route 7 


in Essex County. 


The work includes placing a new surface of bituminous concrete three inches 
thick on the highway from Second River in Newark through Belleville to the Erie 


Railroad overpass just north of Centre Street in Nutley. 


The new surface is designed to improve riding qualities of the road, which now 
consists of worn asphalt and granite block. Broken sections of the curbing 


along the outer edges of the 60-foot wide roadway also will be repaired, 


A total of 55 working days has been allowed for completing the Newark-Nutley 
project which will be 100 per cent financed by State funds, All bids will be 


reviewed by State Highway engineers before the contract is awarded. 


Other bidders on the contract were: Standard Bitulithic Company, Newark, 
$199, 248,503. Franklin Contracting Co., Little Falls, $201,0)5.303 George M. 


Brewster & Son, Inc., Bogota, $205,982.75. 
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NJ. ROUTE 50 — BIDS 
Cedar Swamp Creek Bridge 
Cape May County 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Trenton, March 28 » The lowest bid received today by the New Jersey State 
Highway Department for replacing the Cedar Swamp Creek bridge on N. J. Route 50 
in Upper Township, Cape May County, was $162,011.97, submitted by Ole Hansen 


and Sons, Inc., Pleasantville, 


The Highway Department plans to replace the existing 39-year old timber trestle 


structure with a modern prestressed concrete bridge built in the same spot. 


Construction will be planned so that traffic is not impeded and no detour 
around the site is necessary before September 5. The project should be completed 


by January 1, 1962, 


Engineering plans for the concrete two-lane bridge call for a deck 160 feet 


long and O feet wide. Safety walks and balustrades will border the roadway. 


Plans also include resurfacing the 2Q~foot wide highway approaches at both ends 
of the bridge. The highway's shoulders will be rebuilt to a width of ten feet 


and hard-surfaced, 


All bids for the 100 psr cent State financed project will be reviewed by State 


Highway engineers before the contract is awarded. 


Other bidders on the contract weres Gaskill Construction Co., Riverside, 
$163,686.51; Arthur R. Henry, Inc., Northfield, $170,168.87; Public Constructors 
Inc., Blackwood, $182,399.52; F. A. Canuso & Sons, Inc., Philadelphia, 


$193, 343.00. 
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PEDESTRIAN OVERPASSES 
Bergen County. 


RELEASE THURS. P.M. 
March 23. 


Trenton, Mar. 23 - The New Jersey State Highway Department today announced it 


will eliminate two dangerous pedestrian crossings in Bergen County. 


The Department will take bids April 13 on a cotract for constructing pedestrian 
overpasses across Route ); near Main Street in River Edge, and across the Route 


1-9-6 highway near Washington Terrace between Leonia and Fort Lee. 


The Route ) overpass will also permit traffic to flow smoothly instead of halting 
frequently while an estimated 800 pedestrians a day cross the highway under push- 


button traffic light control. 


The future Washington Terrace overpass will allow pedestrians to cross safely 
over heavily traveled Routes 1, 9 and l\6. There is no signal light protection 


at this point. 


The 165-foot long Route ) overpass will be located between Grand Avenue and Main 


Street and the 95-foot long Route 1-9-li6 overpass about 110 feet south of 


constructed of steel and concrete. The walkways, to be six feet wide, will have 


Washington Terrace, Both will have a roadway clearance of 14.5 feet, and will be 
steel girder and chain-link fence sidings over six feet high, and the stairways 


will have chain-link fence sidings. 


The Department has allowed 60 working days for completing the 100 per cent State 
financedproject. All bids will be reviewed by State Highway engineers before 


the contract is awarded. 
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Routes 202-206 - HEARING 
Somerset County 


Trenton, March 23 - The New Jersey State Highway Department today announced 
@ public hearing April 5 on plans for dualizing a mile-long section of Routes 202 


and 206 in Bridgewater Township and Somerville Borough, Somerset Countye 
The hearing is scheduled to begin 10:30 a.m. in the Bridgewater Town Hall, 


The Department plans to dualize the highway northward from the Somerville 


traffic circle to a point south of Woodlawn Avenue and Garretson Road, 


The project wovld provide an adequate traffic link between the Somerville circle 
and future Interstate Route 287, currently planned to cross Route 202-206 in 


the vicinity of Woodlawn Avenue. 


At the hearing, Highway Department engineers will explain their proposals for 
dualizing the highway. From the Somerville circle to the Route U.S. 22 intersection, 
the plans call for four traffic lanes, each 11 feet wide, divided by a concrete 
center barrier, Flanking the outer lanes, the Department plans to construct 

hard surfaced shoulders eight feet wide. The existing reinforced concrete 

pavement is scheduled to remain as the base for a new bituminous concrete 


surface two inches thick, 


Extending north from the Route U.S. 22 intersection, the highway will follow 
a widened right of way that will allow the two roadways to be separated by a 


center island 30 feet wide. 


The completely new southbound roadway will consist of two traffic lanes each 


12 feet wide and a 10-foot wide shoulder. Riding surface will be bituminous 
(more) 
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1961 


concrete 3.5 inches thick flanked by a hard surfaced shoulder ten feet wide, 


The existing highway will serve as the northbound roadway and will carry a 
new two-lane bituminous concrete surface on its concrete pavement. A ten-foot 


wide shoulder will border the outer lane. 


The highway improvement will come under the Federal Government's program for aid 
to Prinary and Urban Roads in which the State and Federal Governments split 


all costs, 
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 
Interstate Route 80 ~ BIDS 
Demolition 
Paterson, Passaic County 
Trenton, March 17 - The New Jersey State Highway Department today responded 
to local concern by taking bids on demolition of 91 buildings in the path of 


Interstate Route 80 in Paterson. 
V. Ottilio & Sons of Paterson submitted the low bid of $50,903.00. 


The project was expedited in response to requests from Mayor Frank X,. Graves 
of Paterson, who expressed concern over potential fire and health hazards 


posed by the vacated structures, 


The contract will cover a mile-long stretch from Route 20 (McLean Boulevard) 
| westward to Pennsylvania Avenue. It will clear the way for building Route 80 


from Route 20 to Vernon Avenue in the near future, 


Also scheduled for clearance work is a 2,000“foot stretch along the Passaic 
River, bounded by 2lst Avenue and the Cedar Lawn-Calvary Cemetery dividing 
line. A major interchange is planned for the area dlong the river, to connect 
Route 20 with the nearly completed Passaic River bridge, and future Interstate 


Route 80, 


Side boundaries for the clearance project generally are Market Street, Alabama 
Avenue and 23rd Avenue along the northern edge. Maryland, Kentucky and Iowa 
Avenues form the southern limit, along with Alabama Avenue as the clearance 
path sweeps northward west of Trenton Avenue, 


(more ) 
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1961 
interstate Route 80 = BIDS 
Demolition 
Paterson, Passaic County 
The project is part of the Bergen»Passaic Expressway, which is made up of 
Interstate Routes 80 and 95, Ninety per cent of all costs will be paid by 


the Federal Government. 


All bids on the project, aimed for completion in July, will be reviewed by 
the State Highway Department and Federal Bureau of Public Roads before the 


contract is awarded, 


Other bidders for the contract were: Interstate Wrecking Co., Inc., Springfield, 
$51,000,003 Public Contracting Corporation, Blackwood, $79,235.00; Samuel 


Braen's Sons, Hawthorne, $88,819.00, 
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1961 
INTERSTATE ROUTE 80 ~ BIDS 
Hackensack River Bridge 


Bergen County. 


Trenton, March 16 ~ The U.S. Steel Corporation's American Bridge Division, of 
Trenton, submitted the low bid of {$2,889,000 on a New Jersey State Highway Depart~ 


ment contract for constructing the superstructure on the Interstate Route 60 bridce 


over the Hackensack River in Bergen County. 


The steel superstructure will be placed on foundations now being constructed under 
a $2.7 million contract awarded early in January. The superstructure will in turn 
support the bridge's concrete roadway deck, to be constructed under a future 


contract. 


The bridge is within the six-mile stretch of Interstate Routes 80 and 95 which will 
make up the Bergen-Passaic Expressway between the George Washington Bridge and 


Route 17 in Lodi, 


The 1,800 foot long structure williextend from Railroad Avenue in Ridgefield Park 
to River Street in Hackensack, It is part of an overall 2,)00-foot bridge-and- 
approaches project extending from First Avenue in Ridgefield Park to Hudson Street 


in Hackensack, 


It will pass over the New York Central West Shore and the New York Susquehanna & 
Western Railroads in Ridgefield Park. Over the river the center span will be 190 


feet wide and 50 feet above mean high water level. 


Other bidders on the contract were: Karl Koch Erecting Co., Bronx, N.Y., 
$31,836.00; Bethlehem Steel Co., Bethlehem, Pas, $3,276,105.003 Conduit & 
Foundation Corps, Philadelphia, Pas, $3,390,850.00; Phoenix Bridge Co., Phoenix- 


ville, Paey $3, 442,187-00. 


(more) 
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1961 
| INTERSTATE ROUTE 80 ~ BIDS 
| Hackensack River Bridge 
| Bergen County. 


Foundations for the bridge, being constructed under the first contract, consist of 


| steel piles sunk 30 to hO feet through the earh to bedrock. Reinforced concrete 


_piers will then be placed on the piles, and the steel girder superstructure placed 


| on piers, 
| Completion is scheduled for October, 1962. 


| All bids will be reviewed by the State Highway Department and Federal Bureau of 


| Public Roads before the contract is awarridd. 
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1961, 
COUNTY ROUTE 33 - BIDS 
Gooseneck Bridge 
Monmouth County. 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Trenton, March 16 - The New Jersey State Highway Department today announced 
Public Constructors, Inc., Blackwood, submitted the low bid of $1,33,279.25 on 
a contract to replace the narrow Gooseneck Bridge on County Route 33 in Monmouth 


County. 


The present low-level timber bridge has carried traffic over the Shrewsbury River 


between Little Silver and Oceanport since 1898. Modern traffic demands have out- 
stripped its four-ton weight limit and relatively narrow 19-foot two-lane timber 


roadway. 


The old timber structure will handle traffic until the modern span is completed. 


It will then be dismantled, 


Other bidders were: J. Rich Steers, Inc., New York, N.Y., $1,83,803.50; Ole 


Hansen & Sons, Pleasantville, $1,)9,65.86; Cayuga Construction Corp., New York, 


| N.Y., $1,534,164.22; Poirier & McLane Corporation, New York, N.Y., $1,571, 861.733 


Fehlhaber Corporation, New York, N.Y., $1,612,8h9.29; F.A. Canuso & Sons, 
Philadelphia, $1,626,l3.97; Frederick Snare Corporation, New York, N.Y., 


$1,661,911.213; Grow Construction Co., New York, N.Y., $1,693,669.80; Franklin 


Contracting Co., Little Falls, $1,7h0,827.11; Stock Construction Corporation, 


New York, N.Y., $1,762,783.34; Condon-Cunningham, Inc., Omaha, Nebraska, 


$1,773,822.303 Sperin-Preston & Burrows, New York, N.Y., $1,827,633.51. 


Plans for the new bridge, to be built along the westerly side of the old structure, 
call for a modern steel and concrete structure 1,100 feet long with a two-lane 


roadway 30 feet wide, plus two sidewalks. 


(more ) 
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COUNTY ROUTE 33 - BIDS 
Gooseneck Bridge 
Monmouth County. 


The fixed center span rise 25 feet above the River and is 92 feet long. Fifteen 


companion spans each measure 72 feet. 


Limits of the half-mile project are Silverside Avenue in Little Silver, and 


Monmouth Boulevard in Oceanport. 


Approach roads to the new bridge (Seven Bridges Road in Little Silver and Myrtle 
Avenue in Oceanport) will be shifted slightly to align with the future bridge 


deck @ 


| The project, scheduled to be completed within 225 working days, comes under the 


Federal Government's program for financial aid to secondary roads. 


Monmouth County and the Federal Bureau of Public Roads will equally share all 


costs. 


The State Highway Department acts in an advisory capacity, reviewing plans 


and specifications, receiving bids, awarding the contract and inspecting the work. 


_ All bids will be reviewed by State and County highway engineers before the 


| contract is awarded, 
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE . 1961 
Tine Painting ~ BIDS 
All Counties 


Trenton, March 16 « The New Jersey State Highway Department today received 
bids on two contracts for repainting a total of 3,300 miles of white lines 


along the State Highway system, 


Low bidder for the north Jersey contract was the Lombardi Striping Corporation, 


of Berkeley Heights, with a bid of $77,656.80. 


Low bidder for the south Jersey contract was James W. McCormick of Mansfield, 


Ohio, who submitted a bid of $82,hh0,09, 


The two contract areas are divided by a line that generally follows Route 33 


from Trenton to Asbury Park, 


Counties covered by the northern contract are Passaic, Bergen, Warren, Morris, 


Essex, Union, Hunterdon, Somerset, Mercer, Middlesex and Monmouth, 


Counties in the southern contract area are Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, 
Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester, Ocean, Salem and parts of Mercer, Middlesex 


and Monmouth, 


The only other bid on the south Jersey contract was submitted by the White 
Line Cos, Ince, Scotch Plains, Ser $107,217.00, Other bidders on the north 
Jersey contract were James W. McCormick, Mansfield, Ohio, $80,881,48 and 
White Line Coe,Ine., Scotch Plains, $100,995.00. 


(more ) 
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Line Painting - BIDS 
All Counties 


The contracts, to be completed in 0 working days each, will require use 

of a combination of white paint and glass reflecting beads. The combination 
greatly increases visibility at night and during fog periods, The reflective 
lines also reduce the accident factor by keeping vehicles within the driving 


lanes. 


a AMAA 


61-M 


af ga dtoeftes spate bra _teq etiGe to Agivem 


er: sho prac mak siti ¢ hy oag.tn a yi bid tees eneaey += 


pele bb 22 
we Ay Gey enn 
. 
s it jee" 
oe > 


aa 11), 3 oa eset 
: ; 7 i i 


oe No \ im nad 5) , 


; . “0 Al ke ae hs 


ereer er Or PUBLIC INFORMATION 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


RELEASE WEDNESDAY, P.M. 


1961 
MARCH 15 ROUTE 1 


Truck Speeds 


Trenton, March 15 ~ The New Jersey State Highway Department today mnounced 
heavy trucks traveling on Route 1 between Rahway in Union County, and the 

Route 130 traffic circle in North Brunswick, must comply with a new maximum 
speed limit of 45 msp.h, effective with the posting of signs tomorrow. The 

new truck speed limit was announced last month by Assemblyman J. Edward Crabiel 
(D-Middlesex) whose interest was a major factor in producing the change. It 
was set by the Department under legislation passed in 1960 authorizing the 
Highway Commissioner to reduce the speed limit for trucks weighing 10,000 pounds 


or more by a maximum of five mepehe under the designated speed limit. 


The regular State speed limit of 50 mepeh. remains in effect for trucks weighing 


less than five tons loaded, and passenger cars. 


The move is aimed at increasing the safety of the 12.5 mile section of heavily 
traveled highway, which carries a large percentage of all heavy trucking between 


New York and Philadelphia, 


A Highway Department spokesman advised that bad weather, by interfering with 
posting the new speed limit signs, might possibly delay the effective date of 


_ the regulation until all signs are in place. 


Southbound trucks will enter the 45 m.epeh. zone at Lawrence Street in Rahway 


and leave it 9.5 miles to the south at Plainfield Avenue in Edison Township. 
They will enter it again at the north end of the Raritan River bridge and leave 
it finally at the Route 130 circle three miles farther south in North Brunswick. 


(more) 
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ROUTE 1 
Truck Speeds 


Northbound trucks on Route 1 will enter and leave the reducedespeed zones at 


the same limits except in Rahway where the northernmost boundary is Edgar Street, 


The new speed limit is the latest of many measures the Highway Department has 
taken to make Route 1 between Trenton and Jersey City safer for the thousands 


of trucks and cars that use it every day. 


A recent safety improvement saw a modern interchange and overpass constructed 
at Milltown Road in North Brunswick and the highway rehabilitated for 1.2 miles 
between the Route 130 traffic circle and College Farm Road to the north at a 


cost of $900,000, 


Another interchange that carries busy Route 18 over U.S, 1 was completed in 


December at a cost of $1.5 million. 


Other safety improvements have seen the highway widened and resurfaced, "juge 
handle" left turn facilities and coordinated traffic lights installed, and 
continuous concrete center barrier constructed from Trenton to Jersey A‘enue 


in North Brunswick, a distance of 2) miles. 


A $450,000 project for jug-handles and center island closings in Edison Township 
was completed last November. Turnaround facilities in Rahway also have been 
completed, Funds have been set aside by the Department for constructing another 
grade separation at Woodbridge Avenue in Edison Township and rehabilitating the 


highway in that vicinity. 


Another future project calls for improving the two-mile section between Livingston 
Avenue and the U.S. 130 traffic circle in North Brunswick, 


(more ) 
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1961 
ROUTE 1 
Truck Speeds 


When all these projects are completed Route 1 will be completely modernized 
Within the 32=mile section between Trenton and the Garden State Parkway in 
Woodbridge Township, with crossetraffic openings in the center island only at 


jug-handles and turnarounds. Department plans call for further extension of 


the island closing program, 
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